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Tournament Committee 

The Tournament Committee this year consisted of all Board members.    

Because the tournament was organized remotely, we contacted people and 

businesses from the Birmingham area to guide us and refer us to folks who 

could assist us in making this tournament a success.  
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Welcome to the 80th USBGA National Golf Championship 

 
On behalf of the United States Blind Golf Association, it is my honor to 
welcome you to Birmingham, Alabama, for our 80th National 
Championship. 
 
Eighty championships are truly special because of the players, coaches, 
families, volunteers, sponsors, and friends who support the impact blind 
golf has on our lives. 
 
As we celebrate this milestone, we also look ahead.  The USBGA has a 
great opportunity to grow, welcome more blind and visually impaired 
golfers, and create more chances for people to experience the confidence, 
competition, friendship, and fun this game can bring. 
 
This week is about more than scores and awards.  It is about community, 
inspiring one another, and opening doors for the next generation of 
players. 
 
Thank you for being part of this great golf family.  I hope each of you will 
be an ambassador for the USBGA as we move into our next chapter. 
 

REMEMBER…YOU DON’T HAVE TO SEE IT TO TEE IT!! 
 
 
Bob Banks​
USBGA President 

 

mailto:info@usblindgolf.com
http://www.blindgolf.com


 

Awards Dinner Schedule 

 

Celebrating Charley Boswell 

Hamilton Room, Lower Level, Hilton UAB 

Emcee Dick Pomo 

6:00 pm - 6:45 pm  Social Hour 
Lower Lobby Foyer 

 
6:45 pm 

Banquet Room Doors Open  
 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Buffet Dinner 
Speaker: Chuck Boswell 

Dick Pomo 
 

8:00 pm - 9:00 pm Awards Ceremony 
 

Closing Statements 

Bob Banks 

 



The History of Blind Golf & the USBGA 

A Legacy of Courage, Leadership, and Unbreakable Spirit 

Blind golf began humbly in 1938 in Duluth, Minnesota, when the first 
known blind golf tournament was held.  What started as a small, local 
event soon grew into a movement thanks in large part to Charles Tooth, 
who would later establish the United States Blind Golfer’s Foundation.  
Tooth’s leadership and advocacy helped transform blind golf from an 
obscure pastime into a respected sport, earning public admiration and 
opening doors for future athletes. 

              

The earliest champion, Clint Russell, won the inaugural 1938 event at his 
home course.  After a seven-year pause during World War II, Russell 
returned to win again in 1946 and 1947.  Near the end of the war, he 
approached the Veterans Administration with a bold idea: golf could serve 
as therapy for blinded veterans.  The VA agreed and continues to offer golf 
as therapeutic recreation for blind and visually impaired veterans to this 
day. 

In 1946, the National Blind Golfers’ Championship was held in 
Inglewood, California, with a larger field of competitors.  Russell once 
again claimed the title.  Finishing second was a young veteran named 
Charley Boswell, who had been blinded while pulling a fellow soldier 
from a burning tank in World War II. His courage on the battlefield 
became the foundation of his courage on the course and his name would 
soon become synonymous with blind golf excellence. 



As participation grew, blind golf needed a national structure.  In 1953, 
Bob Allman, a blind golfer and Philadelphia lawyer, formally established 
the United States Blind Golf Association.  Allman served as the first 
President, followed by two remarkable leaders: Joe Lazaro and Charley 
Boswell both blinded in World War II. Together, they guided the USBGA 
from 1956 through 1976, shaping its mission, strengthening its 
community, and expanding opportunities for blind golfers nationwide. 

Leadership continued to evolve over the decades:  Pat Browne 
(1976–1992), Bob Andrews (1992–2002), Jim Baker (2002–2006), Phil 
Blackwell (2006–2009), Sheila Drummond, (2009–2011), David 
Meador (2011–2012), Jim Baker (2012–2015), Dick Pomo 
(2015–2019), Greg Hooper (2019–2022), Scott Wilson (2022–2023), 
William Mathis (2023–2024), Bob Banks (2024–present). 

Throughout these years, three golfers emerged as icons of competitive 
excellence: 

●​ Pat Browne: 23 National Championships, including an 
extraordinary streak of 20 consecutive wins. 

●​ Charley Boswell: 16 National Championships, becoming one of 
the most celebrated blind golfers in history. 

●​ Joe Lazaro: 7 National Championships and the first blind golfer to 
break 80, shooting a 77 at Wayland Golf Club in 1968. 

Pat Browne also holds the record for the lowest round ever shot by a blind 
golfer: a 74 at Mission Hills Country Club in California.  Joe Lazaro was 
close behind with a low score of 77. 

        

 

 

  



 

For decades, the USBGA National Championship traveled across the 
country.  From 1990 through 1997, it found a temporary home at Disney’s 
Lake Buena Vista Golf Club in Florida.  Since then, the championship has 
proudly continued its tradition of rotating host courses, bringing blind golf 
to communities nationwide. 

Today, the USBGA not only hosts National, Regional, and International 
tournaments, but also leads Junior and Adult Golf Clinics across the 
United States.  These clinics give blind and visually impaired individuals 
and those with physical or intellectual challenges the chance to learn golf 
through adapted instruction, proving that the game’s joy belongs to 
everyone. 

 

Thank You To Our Supporters 

           
           

Men’s Golf League       

 

Tribute to Charley 
Boswell & America’s Veterans 



Honoring Courage, Service, and the Spirit of America 250 

At Highland Park Golf Course in Birmingham, Alabama, the legacy of 
Charley Boswell lives in every fairway.  Blinded in World War II while 
rescuing a fellow soldier from a burning tank, Boswell returned home 
determined to rebuild his life and to keep playing the game he loved.  His 
courage carried him to 16 National Blind Golf Championships, making 
him one of the most celebrated blind golfers in history and a guiding force 
in the growth of the USBGA. 

Boswell’s story is inseparable from the story of blind golf itself.  
Alongside fellow WWII veteran Joe Lazaro, he showed that blindness 
could never diminish talent, ambition, or the ability to inspire.  Their 
leadership helped shape the United States Blind Golf Association and 
opened doors for generations of blind and visually impaired athletes. 

As we celebrate the 80th National USBGA Blind Golf Championship, 
we also honor the broader legacy of service that made this moment 
possible.  Blind golf was built by veterans, men and women who returned 
from war with resilience, determination, and a commitment to community.  
Their courage on the battlefield became courage on the course, and their 
sacrifice continues to strengthen the nation. 

This year, as America celebrates America 250, we reflect on all who have 
served to protect freedom and uphold the ideals that define our country.  
Their dedication is the foundation on which our communities, our 
institutions, and our national traditions stand. 

To every veteran, past, present, and future we offer our deepest gratitude.  
Your service has shaped this nation.  Your sacrifice has strengthened our 
communities.  And your legacy inspires every golfer, coach, volunteer, 
and supporter gathered here today.   

Charley Boswell embodied the best of America: resilience, service, and an 
unbreakable spirit.  Today, we honor him, and all veterans whose courage 
continues to guide us forward. 



USBGA National Championship 

Players and Coaches   

Player 's 
Name 

Home 
City/State 

Sight 
Class 

Coaches 
Name 

Playing 
Division 

Brian 
Oglesbee 

Thomaston, 
GA B1 Jason Hogan B1 Men's 

Mario 
Tobia 

Mount Laurel, 
NJ B1 Michael Tobia B1 Men's 

Chip 
Arbogast Newport, MN B1 Chuck Armin B1 

Senior's 

Curt Jones Underwood, 
MN B1 Perry Nouis B1 

Senior's 

Dick Pomo Green Valley, 
GA B1 Jeff Roeder B1 

Senior's 
James 

Meacham Prattville, AL B1 Will Martin B1 
Senior's 

Bob Banks Concord, CA B2 Jerry Shaman B2 Men's  

Jeff 
Carrico 

Independence, 
KY B2 Marge Carrico B2 Men's  

Jimmy 
Whitton Auburn, MA B2 Debbie Whitton B2 Men's  

Kevin 
Edwards Helena, AL B2 Stroud Williams B2 Men's  

Orlando 
Ramirez 

Melbourne, 
FL B2 Wendy Ramirez B2 Men's  

Phillip 
Hubbard 

Orange City, 
FL B2 Patty Angel B2 Men's  

Rick Coffey Summit, NJ B2 Caroline Burd B2 Men's  

Player 's 
Name 

Home 
City/State 

Sight 
Class 

Coaches 
Name 

Playing 
Division 



Robert 
Drury 

Merritt 
Island, FL B2 

Beverly 
Townsend-Drur

y  
B2 Men's  

David 
Hackett  Beverly, MA B3 Jeff Riley B3 Men's 

DeWayne 
Wiggins Jarrell, TX B3 John Stark B3 Men's 

Owen 
Koepke Naples, FL B3 Jay Koepke B3 Men's 

Tommy 
Marks Danville, PA B3  B3 Men's 

Greg 
Hooper 

Powder 
Springs, GA B3 Alan Hooper B3 

Senior's 
Larry 

Rhinehart 
Green Valley, 

AZ B3 Carol Rhinehart B3 
Senior's 

Thomas 
Curtiss Harlingen, TX B3 Maria Curtis B3 

Senior's 
Sheila 

Drummond  Lehighton, PA B1 Keith 
Drummond Women's 

Janet Ober Salem, OR B3 Sherman Ober Women's  

Megan 
Dean Marietta, GA B3 Scott Nixon Women's  

 

Thank You to Our Supporters 
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JaAnne Dezenzio, CEO 
USBGA 80th National Championship Program Book Sponsor 

 

Foreseeable Futures    
Foundation 

            
                 

 

Coca Cola Bottling Company 
UNITED 
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Millard G Reed USBGA Endowment   George & Edith Pilz 



 

 

Thank You Everyone at Highland Park for Hosting Our 

2026 National Blind Golf Championship Tournament 
 

Highland Park Golf Course 
3300 Highland Avenue 

South Birmingham, AL 35205 
205-322-1902 

Assistant General Manager, Cameron Tomberlin 
 

   

 

Program Book prepared by Lynne Lazaro, National 
Secretary  

 
Published by Rocky Heights Print & Binding 

200 24th St S, Birmingham, AL 35233 


